Ulisit to Somerset Women'’s
Conversation Club

SOUTH WEST
COUNCILS

| have had the pleasure of joining one of the Somerset Women’s Conversation
groups delivered by Community Council Somerset (CCS), and funded by Somerset
Council, not once but twice now and both times the warmth and community
connection has been palpable.

These free Conversation groups are offered
weekly across Somerset with specialist
tutors and a team of volunteers. The groups
are specifically for women with preschool
age children welcome. Anyone is welcome
so the groups support women from around
the world with all English language levels
helping to settle, integrate, feel supported,
welcome and connected while informally
practising and developing English language
skills and learning about British culture and
cultures around the world.

The focus is to create a welcoming friendly space for learning within the community
and most attendees also attend the local college for more formal ESOL classes.
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Conversation

The sessions are two hours per week during term time and start with warm greetings
and open questions enabling all participants to talk freely about their experiences
over the last week or so. Everyone was interested in each other’s weeks and asked
lots of questions with a lot of laughter and chances to

build new vocabulary. The free flow aspect of
the conversation allowed for the conversation

to wander and enabled all to participate
regardless of English language level. There are
lots of different nationalities and ages and very
supportive volunteers, so nobody is ever left

out or left quiet! Our conversation covered all
sorts from local traditions including the

popular Somerset Summer Solstice celebrations
and traditions, formal and informal dress codes,
Eid, healthcare and different ailments, food and
drink, parties, Aladdin, swimming, traditional weddings around the world and much
more.

Food and drink
We took a break to share traditional loose- leaf tea, a range of wonderful baklava and
other sweet snacks and the most delicious medjool dates all from an Iranian
supermarket in Salisbury. It was a real treat and a lovely chance

for everyone to relax, chat and connect. Even the
teapot and teacups were traditional Iranian with
a teapot warmer, so it really did feel like a special
treat.

Classic Literature

| was pleased to have been able to offer a
selection of ESOL resources funded by South
West Councils SMP. The bundle included Classic
Literature Easy Readers, short stories and
grammar and vocabulary books. Easy Readers
make classic stories accessible to all, and the selection included Anna Karenina, War
and Peace, Crime and Punishment, Emma, Pride and Prejudice, The Sword and the
Stone and many more.




Everyone was familiar with at least one of the stories and what started with an open
discussion about the different classic stories and literature soon led to a Summer
Reading Challenge for all! Everyone chose a
book or two to take home as their summer
reading challenge. Everyone was tasked with
reading the story, writing a review and
preparing a presentation for the group after
the summer break. It was lovely to see the
enthusiasm and interest amongst the group,
and it really did prompt whole group
conversations about classic literature and the
different themes running through the stories.

Nicola, the group teacher said that some

of the participants who were absent that

day have already reserved copies to collect so
they can join in the reading challenge, and she is going to take the remaining books
to distribute with participants of other Conversation groups across the county. Later
that day | heard that the daughter of one of the participants had started one of the
stories and not put the book down. | think it was War and Peace!

| look forward to returning in a few months to hopefully hear or read some of the book
reviews and maybe share another pot of tea!

With plans to join the Bridgwater group in the autumn, | look forward to meeting
everyone there too.
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