
The South West is the most beautiful region with immense potential, but also unique
challenges. The whole region is not heard well enough in the corridors of Westminster

and Whitehall…we have a choice about that, about how we make our voice heard. 
 

Today’s meeting is about harnessing our collective strength to speak with one voice,
share solutions, and work together to do all we can to ensure our region gets the

recognition and investment it deserves. 
 

Collaboration isn’t just a choice - it’s a necessity

Bryony Houlden, Chief Executive of South West Councils, added:

This is a critical moment for the South West. Our demographics, geography and
infrastructure present distinct challenges, but also opportunities for innovation and

leadership. By working together across councils and sectors, we can shape a stronger,
fairer future for our communities.

Leaders and Chief Executives of Councils from across the South
West met last week at Somerset Cricket Club for the South West
Councils' “Voice of the South West” event, a pivotal meeting aimed at
amplifying the region’s collective voice and driving forward
collaborative solutions to pressing challenges.

Batting for the South West: South West
Councils Unite to Strengthen Regional Voice 

Opening the event, Cllr Bill Revans, Chair of South
West Councils and Leader of Somerset Council, said:

During the event, Leaders explored how to align regional priorities with national policy, and how
to better represent the South West on national bodies and in government. 
 

The discussions were joined by the Chief Executive of the West of England Mayoral Combined
Authority who highlighted their newly agreed Growth Strategy. He was positive and open about
working with the wider South West when agendas coincided. 

The event builds on the vision set out by Cllr Revans and the commitments made at the South West
Councils AGM to deepen regional collaboration and develop a unified approach to lobbying and
policy development. It also highlights the region’s representation on national bodies and the
importance of leveraging those roles to influence decision-making.

The discussion concentrated on four key areas of particular concern:
Housing, Health and Prevention, Finance, and Economy and
Development. These themes reflect the region’s most urgent priorities,
from addressing the housing crisis and improving public health outcomes,
to navigating financial pressures and unlocking economic growth.

Cllr Bill Revans


