
South West ESOL Conference 2025
A snapshot of a truly inspiring day

The first ever South West ESOL
Conference, held at Taunton
Conference Centre on Friday 3
October 2025, was an uplifting,
energetic and impactful event -
made possible by the valuable
contributions of everyone who
organised, attended, presented

rd

and participated, so a huge thank you to everyone involved.

From the moment the doors opened in the morning to the final goodbyes, the atmosphere
was one of positivity, collaboration and shared purpose.  The conference brought together
ESOL teachers, trainers, learners, coordinators, researchers and practitioners from
across the region to share experiences, ideas and best practice.

We hoped people would leave with new connections, fresh
inspiration and renewed energy - and we are pretty sure
everyone did!

Presentations: Insight, Vision and Real Stories
The day began with a warm welcome (and a much-needed coffee and biscuits after some
long journeys), before a series of engaging presentations: 

Liz (Bridgwater College, University Centre Somerset
and South West NATECLA Co-Chair) shared the national
ESOL picture and exciting plans for the South West
NATECLA branch

Jenny (National NATECLA Representative) provided a
useful background on NATECLA and its influence



Lorna (SW Strategic Migration Partnership ESOL
Coordinator and South West NATECLA Co-Chair) gave an
overview of the broader work of the SMP and ESOL activity
across the region, including projects supporting both learners
and educators. The South West SMP is hosted by South
West Councils

Carrie (Thrive, Somerset) highlighted her work building the Somerset ESOL Network and
connecting communities through Welcome Hubs and Conversational Clubs.

Phillip (Devon Multilingual Choir) inspired the audience with the story of how a small
idea blossomed into a thriving, inclusive musical community.

Joanna (Learner Voice) captivated everyone with her
moving personal journey from ESOL student to English
teacher - a powerful reminder of how language learning really
does change lives

Workshops: Practical Learning and Ideas Sharing
Two professional development workshops ran twice throughout the day, ensuring all
attendees could attend and benefit from both

Using AI to enhance student engagement and teacher
creativity, delivered by Esther Chellajah-Tam, Uzma Ashraf
and Arpana Samuel demonstrated how AI tools can save
teachers time, personalise learning and increase student
engagement

Strategies to overcome barriers in ESOL learning -
Understanding the impact of Trauma, Neurodiversity
and SEND on student behaviour, led by Sheila
Mulvenney, explored the effects of trauma, neurodiversity
and SEND on learning, offering practical strategies to
support student wellbeing and classroom behaviour.

ESOL and Employability - in the final presentation, Paula
Adamson (Department for Work and Pensions) and Sam
Wilson (SW NATECLA Co-Chair) explored the vital link
between ESOL and employability.  Paula shared insights
into collaborative working with Jobcentres, key employment
sectors in Somerset, and the importance of embedding life
skills and creating real-world opportunities for ESOL
learners.



More than just a Conference
The event was more than talks and workshops:

Art Exhibition: A moving display of artwork by local migrants
offered insight into the emotional journey of settling into a new

community with an unfamiliar language and culture

Stalls: A variety of stall showcasing
resources and support from

organisations including Express
Publishing, Thrive, ODILS, South
West Councils, Migrant Help and

more.

Somerset network gathering

South West NATECLA 
drop-in session

Lunchtime!
A stunningly colourful and delicious salad buffet from The Fig Pantry stole the show and
was widely praised:

https://www.thefigpantry.co.uk/


Both workshops were very interesting, but
for me the best part was the opportunity to

meet other ESOL colleagues in person.

Feedback Highlights

It was inspiring and affirming as an ESOL teacher

A brilliant event - informative and energising

Great balance of  listening,
learning and doing

Meeting new people passionate about language,
learning and community

The day was fantastic.  Really informative and inspiring. Thank you very
much for a brilliant event

Great set-up, good blend of doing and listening

What’s Next?
We’re keeping the momentum going with more ESOL events already in the pipeline:

SW SMP ESOL Conference, in collaboration with Devon County Council

6th February 2026, Exeter - free and open to all.

South West NATECLA Event, hosted by Bristol City Council

March 2026 - exclusively for NATECLA members.

The South West ESOL community is growing, thriving and full
of ideas.  This conference showed just how important it can be

when we come together to share, support and shape a more
inclusive future through language.


