
It’s welcomed that the government has recognised the need for a multi-
year settlement, however the South West continues to be left behind.

From neglected transport links to underfunded towns, our communities
deserve fair funding to secure a future that works for everyone. 

Councils across the South West are committed to building a better future
for all our communities but we need appropriate financial support.

As the Voice of the South West, South West Councils’ today welcomes UK Government
plans to provide local authorities with financial certainty with multi-year settlements and
streamlined funding but calls for recognition of persistent underfunding in the region. 

We support the position of the national LGA, while national funding has risen, budget-
setting will continue to challenge many local authorities. Particularly those whose funding
is set to decrease across the multi-year settlement. Transitional arrangements should not
leave any councils’ struggling – particularly where Local Government Reorganisation is
ongoing and new councils must be funded from existing allocations.

Sufficient funding and prevention of any real-term spending cuts must be provided to
prevent ongoing financial challenges. Vital details on SEND and Adult Social Care Reform
are required, while councils continue to struggle with spiralling deficits and lack of clarity
on what deficit levels will be supported by central government. 

With the South West missing out on devolution related funding boosts, the region will be
fighting to keep pace with the rest of England.
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South West Council’s Deputy Chair, 
Cllr David Fothergill, commented: 


