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        Following years of funding models lacking transparency for local councils,
South West Councils welcomes the government’s commitment to reforms. Each of

our 29 South West Councils will wish to study in detail the proposals outlined by
Government this week and consider the impact on their areas. We broadly welcome

some positive measures including multi-year settlements, which will support
council’s financial sustainability and planning, and the decrease in fragmented ring-

fenced grants and time-consuming competitive bidding. 

Crucial transitional funding will support councils; however, it is vital that councils are
protected from real-term funding cuts across the board. The Local Government

Finance Settlements must be published urgently before the busy Christmas period
hits to ensure sufficient preparation time by Councils. 

Elsewhere, continued consultation must be held on severe council pressures that
cannot be forgotten. These include rising adult social care, temporary

accommodation, and SEND costs and require a significant funding boost to ensure
councils can continue to provide services for their communities. 

As Chair of South West Councils, I am committed to ensuring that the voice of
South West Councils is heard by Government as it develops its proposals both on
funding and other changes impacting us and all our population of nearly 7 million

people. Too often we are forgotten when it comes to funding and we are looking for
Government to recognise our needs but also to recognise what this amazing region

can achieve with appropriate support.


