
Following yesterday’s Autumn Budget, we will work to understand the regional impact of
national policy changes over the coming months and will continue to lobby to get the
Voice of the South West listened to for the benefit of all. 

Aligning with the position of the Local Government Association, expansive details on the
high value council tax surcharge must be released by government so local authorities
can grapple with how this policy will impact their local areas. Council tax should retain its
founding principle of funding local services and being responsive to community needs.

Recognition of surging SEND costs will be welcomed by local authorities who will see
this spend fully absorbed by the Department for Education by 2028-29. However, lack of
clarity on existing and incoming Dedicated Schools Grant deficit and the impact on
mainstream school spending by central government highlighted by the OBR cannot be
sidelined. 

New measures such as the ability for mayors to impose overnight tourism taxes have
spiked interest across the country. However, we will want to consider on an area by area
basis what is best for our population and the tourism industry as well as the tourists we
welcome to the best region! 

Elsewhere in the budget, we welcome the lifting of the two-child benefit cap to bring
thousands of children out of poverty nationally, however as local authorities continue to
wait for information on future funding settlements planning within councils on how to
support local services cannot currently go ahead.
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South West Council’s Chair, Cllr Bill Revans,
shared comments on the Budget: 

Within the suite of national taxation and spending changes announced in
the Autumn Budget, there are positive but also less predictable changes for

local authorities. South West Councils will continue to work closely
alongside regional local authorities to digest and respond to decisions

which will impact local services for our communities.


