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C Progress continues in strengthening
the South West’s Voice

Region-wide discussions on strengthening the ‘Voice of the South West’ are continuing
and last week South West Councils Leaders gathered to consider progress on work to
identify solutions to shared and pressing challenges. Guided by initial discussions
between regional leaders in October 2025, Chief Executives have been spearheading
the initiative holding strategic planning and policy discussions focussed across four key
workstreams of Housing, Health and Prevention, Finance, and Economy and

Development.

Reflecting on the meeting, CliIr Bill Revans, Chair of South
West Councils and Leader of Somerset Council, commented:
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We are pleased that the green light has been given by Councillors across the
region for work developing a South West prospectus on all four critical
workstreams under the Voice of the South West initiative.

The meeting debated ideas and provided important feedback reflecting the
experience and knowledge of SW Leaders and giving shape to our developing
priorities. Over the coming months this work, set to shape policy positions for the
region, will give us a shared platform for lobbying central government so that we
can have our collective interests heard and reflected in Government policies. ”

Bryony Houlden, Chief Executive of South West Councils, added:

6‘ Leaders are always pleased to welcome regional MPs to their meetings and were
delighted to welcome the Member of Parliament for Yeovil, Adam Dance to the
meeting and hear him stress the importance of the collective work to strengthen
the voice of the South West.

Working with all our 29 local authority members South West Councils, as the
Voice of the South West, will continue to work to shape a stronger and fairer
future for communities across the region ’,



