MEDIA RELEASE

South West Councils Announces Vice Chair to join the Leadership
Team elected at Annual General Meeting

South West Councils works by consensus across the political parties in the region. The
leadership team reflects the political composition of the region. As a result of the most recent
elections SW Councils members unanimously agreed at the AGM to offer a Vice Chair position to
Reform. Reform accepted the offer and Clir Vernon Smith from Gloucestershire County Council
was appointed to the role.

Clir Smith joins the other office holders who manage the day-to-day running of SW Councils.
These are:

Chair of South West Councils: CliIr Bill Revans (Liberal Democrat)
Deputy Chair: Clir David Fothergill (Conservative)

Vice Chairs:

Clir Chloe Turner (Green)

Clir Ken James (Independent)

Clir Leigh Redman (Labour)

Clir Vernon Smith, the newly appointed Vice Chair of South West Councils, said:

“I am delighted to take on the role of Vice Chair having been a member of SW Councils for the
last year representing Reform colleagues across the region.

At the AGM today it was great to hear all the work that we are doing collaboratively across the
region to ensure that the Voice of the South West is heard, we all agree it so often overlooked.”

Bryony Houlden, Chief Executive of South West Councils, said:

“l and my team are delighted to welcome the new Vice Chair, as an organisation that prides itself
on being inclusive and having all 29 SW local authorities in membership it is important that we
ensure representation from all the main political parties.

She added:

“The last year has seen our Chair lead the charge on raising the Voice of the South West to
ensure our priorities and what we have to offer government is more clearly understood. We are

the best region and the Members of SW Councils, now with our new Vice Chair, are determined to
make it even better!”

ENDS



Notes for Editors

Voice of the South West is a strategic initiative coordinated by South West Councils to
strengthen the region’s influence on national policy and ensure fair recognition of its unique
challenges. It brings together the 29 local authorities in the South West and partners to speak with
one voice on issues critical to the region.

The programme focuses on four strategic workstreams:

Housing — Tackling affordability, supply shortages, and infrastructure gaps.

e Health and Prevention — Developing a regional framework for preventative care and
neighbourhood health models.

e Finance — Securing fair funding, addressing SEND pressures, and ensuring financial
sustainability.

e Economy and Development — Identifying growth sectors, skills needs, and investment
opportunities.

The South West faces distinct challenges, including:

o Oldest population in England and Wales — 22.8% over 65.

e Housing affordability crisis — Homes cost 10x average earnings.

e Transport limitations — Lowest rail station accessibility and longest travel-to-work times.
e Funding disparities — Below-average public spending per capita.

South West Councils (https://swcouncils.gov.uk/about-us/) works to promote the interests of the
South West. We work by consensus across the region.

Our office holders are:

Chair — ClIr Bill Revans (Lib Dem)

Deputy Chair — Clir David Fothergill (Conservative)

Vice Chairs — Clir Chloe Turner (Green); Clirs Ken James (Independent); Leigh Redman (Labour);
Clir Vernon Smith (Reform)

The core membership is formed of the 29 county, unitary and district councils in the South West.
These core members are supported to meet, network, share best practice and advocate on behalf
of the South West.

They are:

Bath & North East Council Forest of Dean District South Hams District
Somerset Council Council Council

BCP Council Gloucester City Council Stroud District Council
Bristol City Council Gloucestershire County Swindon Borough Council
Cheltenham Borough Council Teignbridge District Council
Council Council of the Isles of Scilly Tewkesbury Borough
Cornwall Council Mid Devon District Council Council

Cotswold District Council North Devon Council Torbay Council

Devon County Council North Somerset Council Torridge District Council
Dorset Council Plymouth City Council West Devon Borough
East Devon District Council Somerset Council Council

Exeter City Council South Gloucestershire Wiltshire Council

Council

South West Councils also has over 100 Associate members including many Town and Parish
Councils, Police and Fire Services, National Parks, Combined Authorities, NHS and Schools.


https://swcouncils.gov.uk/about-us/

South West Councils is one of the nine regional employers’ organisations which represent the
interests of local authorities and public sector bodies in England. As the regional employers
organisation for the South West, we are listed with the Certification Office under the Trade Union
and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992.

South West Councils also plays a key role in representing the region’s interests at a national level,
supporting collaboration between councils, and providing expert advice and services to strengthen
local government.

For further information, please contact:

Bryony Houlden

Chief Executive, South West Councils
01823 270 101
Bryony.Houlden@SW~Councils.gov.uk



