. SUTH WEST PRESS RELEASE 3 August 2026

Clir Bill Revans, Chair of South West
Councils, responds to the
Government’s devolution statement

As Chair of South West Councils, which works by
consensus across the main political parties bringing
together all 29 local authorities in the region, |
welcome the government’s commitment to embed
devolution arrangements across the whole country by
2028. The ambition to establish conditions that
support good growth in every part of the UK strongly
resonates with us as a region. The region is too often
overlooked, the unique challenges and opportunities
of the South West too often not understood. A top-
down, one size fits all model can never work in all

places and so transferring power and funding from Whitehall into devolution areas within
the regions can be a potent catalyst for decisions and plans that respond to that
uniqueness of each setting.

As a group of councils, we have been working closely together to prepare for devolution.
Last week, many of us met for a regional development day which helped show the real
potential that can be unleashed in our region. We understand what our unique local
economies need to boom, and where attention is most needed to ensure that our places
can thrive. We are ready to maximise the opportunities presented by the government’s
plans, to deliver for our residents and communities.

We look forward to further engagement with the government over the specific
arrangements for our different places and to working together to embed devolution across
the South West.
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